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IS RELIGION DEDUCTIVE OR INDUCTIVE ?

Another way of stating the problem is: Is the
religious method deductive or inductive ? The former is the
method of formal logic and it is the way of siddhanfa and
the principle of the excluded middle. It may be illustrated
thus: Of the world religions, Hinduism and Christianity
both cannot be true as both are contradictories and there
is no middle ground between them. Christianity is the only
revealed historic religion and therefore it is true. Hinduism
is false and it is a heresy ; since truth is compelling and
coercive, it should be forced on the unbeliever or heretic. This
is the logic of fanaticism and eternal damnation. This view is
based on prejudice and is the way of persecution. The two
religions may be complementary and not contradictory. Then
the whole reasoning falls to the ground. Induction corrects
this fanaticism and it says that religion is a matter of spiritual
experimentation and direct experience. It can be verified
by appeal to personal experience and such experiences may
be collated and classified. The world religions are expres-
sions of such mystic experience. The synthetic method
avoids the dogmas of formal logic and the variations of the
inductive hazard and regards them as supplementing each
other. Siddhanta is as necessary as synthesis.

Is RELIGION AS PHILOSOPHY REALISTIC
OR IDEALISTIC ?

The solution of this question depends on the meaning of
the terms ( realism ? and ' idealism ' as theories of the know-
ledge of reality. Realism insists on the world or reality
being outside consciousness. In its extreme form it gives